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This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed after a Final Office Action under 37 
C.F.R. § 1 .1 13, but before payment of the Issue Fee. The USPTO mailed the Final Office Action 
July 15,2009. 

Applicants reserve the right to establish patentability of the claimed invention over any 
information provided herewith, and/or to prove that this information may not be prior art, and/or 
to prove that this information may not be enabling for the teachings purportedly offered. 

In accordance with the requirements of 37 C.F.R. §§ 1 .97(d)(2) and 1.97(e), each item of 
information contained in this statement was first cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three (3) months prior to the filing of 
this statement. In this regard, Applicants are enclosing a copy of the foreign Office Action 
issued by the Japanese Patent Office on July 7, 2009, for the corresponding Japanese Patent 
Application No. 2004-551278, which has the same priority application as the subject 
Application. 

It is requested that these documents are: (1) fully considered by the USPTO during 
examination of this patent application; and (2) printed on any patent that may issue on this patent 
application. Applicants request that a copy of the PTO-1449 submitted herewith be returned 
with the next communication as considered and initialed by the Examiner. 
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In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(d)(2), the Commissioner is authorized to charge the 
$180.00 fee specified in 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p), plus any additional fee, or credit any refund, to our 
Deposit Account No. 16-0605. 



Customer No. 00826 
ALSTON & BIRD LLP 

Bank of America Plaza 

101 South Tryon Street, Suite 4000 

Charlotte, NC 28280-4000 

Tel Charlotte Office (704) 444-1000 

Fax Charlotte Office (704) 444-1 1 1 1 

ELECTRONICALLY FILED USING THE EFS-WEB ELECTRONIC FILING SYSTEM OF THE UNITED STATES PATENT & 
TRADEMARK OFFICE ON October 7, 2009. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Adam M. Kaplan 
Registration No. 59,109 



